
Elijah Ridgwell, SECOM wireless manager

T he real-world problems of “Who 
provides my electricity and how 
do I get it in my home?” and “Who 

provides my internet and how do I get it 
in my home?” were solved or at the least 
researched by the La Junta Junior High 
Career Exploration class, taught by Shawna 
Frankmore. On November 5, the  seventh 
and eighth grade students visited the SECPA 
and SECOM main office as part of the prob-
lem-solving process. SECPA and SECOM 
professionals were eager to share with the 
students how to get these essential utilities 
to their homes.

The real-world problem scenario expe-
rience is part of the Pathway to Prosperity 
project that the Santa Fe Trail Board of 
Cooperative Educational Services member 
districts are participating in. Based on the 
model developed by Building Bridges to 
Careers in rural Marietta, Ohio, the six 
Santa Fe Trail BOCES member districts 
(Wiley, Cheraw, Las Animas, East Otero, 
Swink and Rocky Ford) are creatively 
connecting their students to their commu-
nities by solving real-world problems. 
This opportunity is a partnership between 
Battelle for Kids, Generation Schools 
Network, Building Bridges to Careers, the 
Colorado Rural Education Collaborative 

and the Santa Fe Trail BOCES. 
SECPA and SECOM are valuable 

community partners of this project. The 
launch of this project began in the SECPA 
and SECOM conference room in October. 
At that time, educators were teamed up 
with community partners to solve prob-
lems. Angela Bamber, chief human resource 
officer, brainstormed with the La Junta 
Junior High educators to come up with 
these real-world problems: 

“Who provides my electricity and 
how do I get it in my home?” and “Who 
provides my internet and how do I get it in 
my home?”  

Student groups were assigned one of 
the questions to solve. They were tasked 
with solving the necessary questions. In 
fact, without electricity or the internet, the 
research would not have been possible. Real-
world problem scenarios are an innovative, 
relevant education project that fosters 
teamwork, research, problem-solving and 
presentation skills. Students are encouraged 
to reach out to the community to solve the 
assigned problem.

The field trip to SECPA and SECOM 
headquarters provided a firsthand oppor-
tunity to learn who provides electricity and 
internet and discover how these services 

get to the customers. The students were 
given a tour of the SECPA and SECOM 
headquarters beginning with the essential 
customer service representatives, because, 
in real life, the customer service reps are 
the first people to talk to when power and 
internet are needed in a home. The students 
then got a glimpse of the rest of the team. 
After the initial tour, more concentrated 
time was spent in the students’ five favorite 
departments. Local career exploration 
is an added benefit to students partici-
pating in the project. Exposing students 
to local careers and encouraging them to 
get the education and skills to qualify for 
those careers is a foundational focus of the 
Pathway to Prosperity project. The students 
learned that there are 50 careers at SECPA 
and SECOM. Many other wonderful SECPA 
and SECOM professionals participated in 
this educational opportunity.

Bamber was instrumental in helping the 
students resolve the assigned problems. The 
interest of the SECPA and SECOM profes-
sionals are examples of the commitment of 
SECPA and SECOM to the families of the 
Santa Fe Trail BOCES.

This partnership of rural students with 
rural businesses and leaders is a two-year 
Pathway to Prosperity Building Community 
Bridges project. 

For more information or to get 
involved, contact Jennifer Nesselhuf at 
jennifer.nesselhuf@sftboces.k12.co.us. 
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