
Collaborative Brief, November 2016:  
Celebrating Immersion Experience in Manzanola, Learn About Our 
Newest Member of the Collaborative, Sign Up for SE BOCES 
Conference in Lamar, and MORE! 

Celebrating a Successful Rural Teacher Recruitment Immersion 
Experience in Manzanola, CO! 

The third Experience Rural Colorado Teacher Recruitment Event took place October 26-28 
in Manzanola, with a final day at Share Fair Rural Colorado in Pueblo West. Twelve 
prospective teachers traveled from all along the Front Range to participate. 

Candidates began their immersion experience with a field trip to Bent’s Old Fort to get a taste of 
the area’s geography and history. A Manzanola schools grad and former Fort employee provided 
an excellent in-depth tour.

Manzanola faculty, along with a Crowley County teacher-host, participated with the candidates in 
a professional development and planning session after school. Later, candidates and 
faculty joined a few community members for dinner at Jodi’s Grill in La Junta.

On Day 2, candidates dispersed to host classrooms in Manzanola, Fowler, and Ordway. 
Each spent the morning and early afternoon assisting a teacher, leading team-building 
activities, and interacting with students. 
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At 2:30, the candidates joined the middle and high school students and teachers in Manzanola to 
celebrate a successful beginning of school with excellent behavior statistics. Students ate pizza 
and wings, then had free time for outside play on this unseasonably warm late-October day. 
Candidates mingled with students, teachers, and community members.

After the celebration, it was time for work again. Two houses near the campus needed some yard 
maintenance and students and teachers were setting up inside the elementary school for 
Halloween festivities. Candidates served in these ways as a means of deepening their 
connection to the community. Though tired and dusty afterwards, it was a satisfying way to end 
the visit to Manzanola.

Candidates were slated to attend Share Fair Rural Colorado in Pueblo West on Friday, so 
everyone transferred to Pueblo for the evening and met up there for some Mexican food 
at Cactus Flower before calling it a day.

The final day of the Immersion began with a Rural Educator Interview Session at Share Fair. 
Nine additional teacher candidates (2 of whom participated in the La Veta Immersion) joined the 
group for round-robin interviews with superintendents and principals from across the region. 

Participants chose their own professional development session for the first half of the Share Fair 
day, then reconvened at lunch to complete surveys and discuss their experience. It was a busy 
couple of days, but everyone left with a much better idea of what it means to live and teach in 
rural Colorado and some left with clear plans to return!
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The CREC welcomes Superintendent Kevin Schott, the K-12 Principal Dan Casey, and 
Deer Trail School District as the newest member of the Colorado Rural Education 
Collaborative! Located East of Denver, the District supports 200 students, 22 teachers, and 
five para professionals. Deer Trail has had the pleasure of receiving the highest October 
Count and have 200 actual students in their building as of today. 

The Collaborative Welcomes Deer Trail! 

CREC Leadership Meeting a Success

Over 40 Colorado Rural Education Collaborative leaders were on hand Friday, October 28th  
at Share Fair Pueblo West to engage in a productive and exciting leadership meeting for the 
CREC. Superintendents, Principals, BOCES Directors, and other leaders engaged in 
discussion around Superintendent survey results, heat mapped hot topics in education, and 
discussed next steps for CREC member projects. 

http://www.coruraledcollab.org/
https://twitter.com/CORuralEdCollab/
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Upcoming Events 

Opportunities to participate in Colorado Academic Standards 
Review/Revision Process

The Colorado Department of Education (CDE) is currently developing its plan to guide the 
upcoming standards review and revision process and is actively seeking the input of all 
interested parties to inform its planning process. The feedback will inform planning for the 
upcoming review and revision of the standards, required by Senate Bill 08-212, known as 
Colorado’s Achievement Plan for Kids (CAP4K). The law requires a review and revision of the 
CAS on or before July 1, 2018 and every six years thereafter.

CDE invites educators, educational leaders, parents, students and the general public to 
participate in two feedback opportunities:

1) Share general perceptions of the Colorado Academic Standards through an online survey
available through Nov. 13.

2) CDE has launched an online standards review system. Unlike the perception survey, the
online standards review system will enable all Coloradoans to provide specific feedback on each
and every expectation within all 10 content areas of the Colorado Academic Standards.  The
online system will accept feedback through Friday, Dec. 30.

The survey and online standards feedback system can be found here

CREC Survey Results

Superintendents from twelve districts answered questions about the accomplishments and needs 
of their district, and how they would like to collaborate with other districts in the CREC. See the 
list below for overall results:  

1. 92% of districts feel confident that positive and successful change has taken place in the
district within the past five years.

2. 100% of districts has and/or wants to work with other CREC districts on solid core instruction
in every classroom to support academic success.

3. 82% of districts has and/or wants to work with other CREC districts on entrepreneurship
pathways.

4. 91% of districts has and/or wants to work with other CREC districts on implementing Social
Emotional Learning and Whole Student Success.

5. 81% of districts has and/or wants to work with other CREC districts on ESSA Resource
Flexibility (Rural Consolidated Plans).

http://www.cvent.com/events/share-fair-rural-2016/event-summary-cb469c0b01ef429cb6795b55cb89d8a9.aspx
http://www.coruraledcollab.org/
https://twitter.com/CORuralEdCollab/
http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/casreview
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Grant Opportunities 

GOCO’s School Yard Initiative Grant  
Great Outdoors Colorado School Yard Initiative (SYI) grants help schools, which 
apply in partnership with their local governments, construct outdoor spaces where 
kids enjoy unstructured play and outdoor learning. Applications are due January 10, 
2017 and will be awarded in spring 2017. Find the application and tips on the GOCO 
website. And be sure to watch this recorded informational webinar to learn more. 

If you plan to apply for an SYI grant, please email Erika Meyer at emeyer@goco.org. 
She’d like to talk through your project with you. 

Also, be sure to sign up for the GOCO e-newsletter so you’re in the loop and know 
when opportunities for schools arise. 

Creating Healthy Schools Grant

Are you interested in creating a sustainable network 
that fosters health and wellness at your school? This 
grant seeks to provide a thriving environment for kids 
that includes: physical activity, supportive nutrition 
environments, health education, and more! For more 
information about this exciting opportunity, click here.  

November 18, 2016  
SE BOCES Fall Conference – Register Now! 

Register for the SE BOCES Fall Conference happening in Lamar, CO at Lamar 
Community College. Free to all educators, engaging workshop sessions and a catered 
lunch will be provided for all attendees. There will be a VIP event for school and District 
leaders the Thursday evening before the event.

Register now for SE BOCES Fall Conference. 

http://www.goco.org/grants/apply/school-yard-initiative
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rzbx0raA_KY
http://www.goco.org/newsletter
http://www.coruraledcollab.org/
https://twitter.com/CORuralEdCollab/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5uAfhyg8go6bHNwYnk1RzBNdVU/view?usp=sharing
http://www.cvent.com/events/se-boces-fall-conference-powered-by-share-fair-nation/event-summary-f7ac71274d074625a012b2517ee4e5e3.aspx



