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Collaborative Brief, October 2016:  
Celebrating Immersion Experience in La Veta, Learn About the Daniels 
Scholarship Opportunity, Sign Up for Share Fair Pueblo, and MORE! 

Celebrating a Successful Rural Teacher Recruitment Immersion Experience 
in La Veta, CO!  

The second Experience Rural Colorado Teacher Recruitment Event took place 
September 14-16 in La Veta during Homecoming week. Eight prospective teachers traveled 
from all along the Front Range to participate. 

After an initial meet-and-greet, candidates were treated to a ride up to Cuchara in La Veta’s 
brand-new bus and lunch at The Timbers Restaurant and Tavern. Superintendent Bree Lessar 
then led them on a campus tour, followed by a meeting with school board members and the 
grant’s Principal Investigator. La Veta faculty joined the candidates in a professional 
development session after school to prepare for the next day’s student activities. A team-
building maze and structured interactions got everyone moving and talking and provided an  

http://www.coruraledcollab.org/
https://twitter.com/CORuralEdCollab/


 

©2016. Colorado Rural Education Collaborative. Check out our website and follow us on twitter!  

 
 
 
 
 
opportunity for the guests to learn about teaching in rural communities from the people who do 
it every day. (Aside: It was Hippie Day—thus the colorful attire!) Later, candidates and faculty 
enjoyed a well-earned and delicious steak and salmon dinner at the recently-opened Frankie’s 
Steak and Seafood in La Veta. 
 
On Day 2, candidates met on campus for breakfast in the cafeteria before heading out to 
classrooms in their expected teaching areas and levels. Each spent the morning shadowing a 
teacher or two and helping out with lessons. Some even had the opportunity to teach a bit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

As mentioned, it was Homecoming week, so there were pre-celebration activities in the 
afternoon. Elementary students stayed in classrooms and took some time to make 
posters for their parade floats. Middle and high school students went to various 
locations around town to build their floats for Friday’s parade. Most candidates were 
involved in supervising float-building activities. 
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Daniels Scholarship Opportunity 

After float-building, candidates had a little time to rest before heading out to the pep rally 
and tailgate party. The FFA (formerly Future Farmers of America) was serving up tasty 
Mexican food for dinner and there was plenty of time for visiting with community members 
and enjoying the spectacular moonrise before the rally began. The highlight of the evening 
was the lighting of the “LV”—a bonfire replacement.  
 

Breakfast at our lodgings, discussion of licensure and employment options, exit surveys, 
and a focus group filled much of the next morning. The final event of the Immersion was the 
Homecoming Parade! A good time was had by all and hopefully some candidates will find 
themselves building floats again with their own rural Colorado students next September.  
 

Motivated college-bound high school seniors in Colorado, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming 
are encouraged to apply for the Daniels Scholarship Program due November 30, 2016! 
  
For more information, click here.   

http://www.coruraledcollab.org/
https://twitter.com/CORuralEdCollab/
http://philanthropynewsdigest.org/rfps/rfp7117-high-school-seniors-in-colorado-new-mexico-utah-wyoming-invited-to-apply-for-daniels-scholarship-program?utm_medium=email&utm_source=pnd&utm_campaign=pndrfp20161021
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Upcoming Events 
 
October 26, 2016  
Rural Advocacy and Networking Receptions 
 
Please join members of the Colorado Rural Schools Alliance and other state and local 
leaders as we honor our legislators and join forces to increase opportunities for rural students 
and communities! Register here: Burlington Reception  
 
Honored guests include: Senator Jerry Sonnenberg & Representative Jon Becker 
 
The Colorado Rural Schools Alliance is an advocacy organization committed to increasing 
opportunities for rural students and communities.  
 
To learn more about the work of the Rural Alliance, visit: www.coruralalliance.org  
  
To learn more about membership/partnership opportunities contact Michelle Murphy, Executive Director: 
mmurphy@coruralalliance.org  
 
October 28, 2016  
Share Fair Nation – Register Now!  
 

 
 
Register for Share Fair Nation happening in Pueblo (October 28) at Pueblo West High School. 
Free to all educators, engaging workshop sessions and a catered lunch will be provided for all 
attendees. There will be a VIP event for school and District leaders the Thursday evening 
before each event and a Collaborative leadership meeting at each event will be from 11 – 1pm. 
 
Register now for Pueblo Share Fair. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.coruralalliance.org/reception-registration.html
http://www.cvent.com/events/share-fair-rural-2016/event-summary-cb469c0b01ef429cb6795b55cb89d8a9.aspx
http://www.coruraledcollab.org/
https://twitter.com/CORuralEdCollab/
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October 28, 2016  
Rural Educator Job Fair – in conjunction with Share Fair Event 

Please plan to attend the Rural Educator Interview Session in conjunction with next month’s 
Share Fair Rural Colorado in Pueblo West! Up to 30 teachers and teacher candidates 
interested in rural positions (immediately or for 2017) will be available for interviews. 

Teacher education students, current teachers, and others who are looking for teaching 
positions have been encouraged to apply and will be screened and selected for participation 
based on qualifications and motivation. Before the interview session, we'll hand-pick 
candidates that match your district's needs and schedule up to six meetings for you between 
7:30 and 9:00 am. 

Join us Friday October 28 at Pueblo West High School, immediately preceding the Share Fair 
Rural Colorado event and the Colorado Rural Education Collaborative meeting. You can learn 
more, let us know your anticipated teacher needs, and sign up here. Email Kathryn Allison
(kallison@generationschools.org) or call (720-452-3611) for more information.  

Breakfast and coffee will be provided—we look forward to seeing you there! 

Grant Opportunities 

GOCO’s School Yard Initiative Grant  

Great Outdoors Colorado School Yard Initiative (SYI) grants help schools, which apply in 
partnership with their local governments, construct outdoor spaces where kids enjoy 
unstructured play and outdoor learning. Applications are due January 10, 2017 and will be 
awarded in spring 2017. Find the application and tips on the GOCO website. And be sure to 
watch this recorded informational webinar to learn more. 

If you plan to apply for an SYI grant, please email Erika Meyer at emeyer@goco.org. She’d like 
to talk through your project with you. 

Also, be sure to sign up for the GOCO e-newsletter so you’re in the loop and know when 
opportunities for schools arise. 

http://sharefairnation.org/events/share-fair-rural-colorado-2016/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/educator-interviews-at-share-fair-rural-colorado-interviewer-registration-tickets-27847962004
http://www.goco.org/grants/apply/school-yard-initiative
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rzbx0raA_KY
http://www.goco.org/newsletter
http://www.coruraledcollab.org/
https://twitter.com/CORuralEdCollab/
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Creating Healthy Schools Grant 
 
Are you interested in creating a sustainable network that 
fosters health and wellness at your school? This grant 
seeks to provide a thriving environment for kids that 
includes: physical activity, supportive nutrition 
environments, health education, and more! For more 
information about this exciting opportunity, click here.  

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5uAfhyg8go6bHNwYnk1RzBNdVU/view
http://www.coruraledcollab.org/
https://twitter.com/CORuralEdCollab/



