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Why are we doing this work, leveraging the 5th day? 
In the 2017–2018 school year, 90 of Colorado’s 178 school districts will be utilizing a four day school week. 
The reasons for a four day school week vary by community needs, but regardless of the reason, there are 
thousands of students across Colorado who are not engaging with the K–12 system on Fridays. What some 
might have seen as a deficit, others saw as an opportunity – an opportunity to leverage the 5th day? 
  
What’s possible for students and communities when they are free of state standards, state assessments, 
and status quo thinking? 
  
We want to bring rural communities together to discuss what they are doing or are not doing on the 5th day. 

What is the challenge? 
• How do we leverage every day of the week so 

that students across Colorado are constantly 
engaged in authentic and powerful learning? 

• How do we fund 5th day activities with non-district 
and, at times, district monies? 

• How do we create sustainable programming that 
is not just reliant on volunteers and philanthropic 
funds? 

• How do we engage both students and community 
to ensure 5th day programming meets the needs 
of students and leverages the assets of 
communities? 

• How can 5th day programming inform and 
influence the other four days a week? 

• How do we create a statewide network or 
professional learning community where 5th day 
providers can learn from and leverage one 
another? 

• How do we raise this issue up so districts, cities, 
counties, and state agencies see the need and 
potential to financially support 5th day programs?  

Why is this the right work for rural education? 
• Rural school districts and communities across 

Colorado are some of the most innovative in the 
state. They have to be, with limited resources 
and tight funding, there is no other way. This 
reality positions them perfectly to take on the 
challenge of leveraging the 5th day. 

• Rural school districts and communities also look 
to and utilize partnerships to do great things for 
their students all the time. A successful 5th day 
program will have to rely on partners, both near 
and far. 

• The four day school week is basically used by 
rural districts, and almost no other district utilizes 
it, be it suburban or urban. 

• There is opportunity and momentum amongst the 
state, the Colorado Rural Education 
Collaborative, and foundations like Donnell-Kay 
Foundation around working in, supporting, and 
enhancing rural education efforts. 
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 Theory of Change: 
Utilizing a process centered on student needs and interests and community assets, rural districts can 
create cutting edge, authentic learning experiences for all students on the 5th day and push beyond 
the status quo factory model of learning we all too often see in schools.  

 

Next Steps: 
1. Convene districts at the 2017 Education Summit 

2. Learn about ongoing 5th day programming across the state 

3. Map the activities across the state 

4. Connect them to the 5th Day Grant that Donnell-Kay Foundation is running 

5. Add them to the 5th Day newsletter/monthly report the Donnell-Kay Foundation has created 

6. Create a 5th Day professional learning community as part of the Colorado Rural Education Collaborative 
Genesis Group structure 

7. Identify and build out a menu of funding options for districts and communities to use when soliciting 
funding for 5th day programs 

8. Connect to research that would contrast the health of communities that do and do not have 5th day 
programs to validate and improve strategy 

Expected Outcomes: 
• Provide a process and network of communities that are working on and beginning to design 5th day 

programming. 
• Ensure those communities have access to partners, resources, and funding for their 5th day efforts. 
• Develop tools and platforms for 5th day providers and communities so that they have access to one 

another and the ability to learn from one another.  
• Create tens and tens of proof points around authentic and engaging learning for districts to learn from, 

and help inform the other four days of school.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.coruraledcollab.org/
http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.co-case.org/resource/collection/47C957C3-C151-4830-BEFA-27F2AF47C9B5/Rural_Education_Summit_2017.pdf
http://dkfoundation.org/working-on/tony-lewis/leveraging-the-fifth-day-in-rural-colorado-communities
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What is already happening across Colorado?  
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
Are there any breakout session notes, like the other ones? 
 

  

NW NE 

SW SE 

CENTRAL 

 
1. South Rhoutt Recreational Association 

built out an enormous 5th day program that 
leverages the resources of twenty plus 
partners 

 
1.  

1. Peyton, Colorado has built a 
state of the art woodworking 
shop, where students can be 
trained in woodworking. 

1. Salida, Colorado has a 
catalog of 5th day 
programming, and one 
resident who dedicates 
their time to ensuring there 
are activities for students 
on Fridays 

 

 1. In Lamar, Colorado, Partners 
for Hope Center provides tutoring, 
recreational sports, computer 
access, and gaming to students 
on Fridays 
 
 

http://www.coruraledcollab.org/
http://www.peyton.k12.co.us/woods-manufacturing/
https://www.elpomar.org/blog/detail/new-season-begins-for-the-hope-center/2453/
https://www.elpomar.org/blog/detail/new-season-begins-for-the-hope-center/2453/

